Trends in cadaveric organ donation in the United States: 1990-1999.
Despite declining in-hospital deaths, deceased donor organ donation increased in all demographic segments of the US population from 1990 to 1999. Although the rate of growth in older donors was more dramatic, there was substantial growth in the most physiologically suitable donor age groups, which contribute most to the donor pool. Nationwide, the average annual growth in donation rate for in-hospital deaths ages 1-70 was 5.0%, with wide regional variation. While the national trend is patently inadequate to meet the need for organ transplantation, the wide range of programs aimed at improving organ donation at all levels of society point to an encouraging pattern that may have resulted, in part, from these initiatives.